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SITUATION IN THE
MALDIVES

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES

Sir. - We Bdave noted with 1nterest staie-
ments 0 the Prens und radio concerning
ine  present  poliical sttuation in the
Mauldives and in purtigular reponts of the
vanous utterances of the Maie Government
represcntatives 1n Ceylon and london. To
present our nde of the micture 1s the am
of this leter. .

Some of our reasons for the secession
from Maie  the oid capital of the Maldives

are as lollows:  the indifference of theur
adnunitration to the ciementary necds of
the peopie of theve isiands  {oud, cioth.
ing, mediiine,  cducation, soiai welfare,
Ko Por many scars we have heen reduced
o werts und bied by extoruomite taxes and
levies At the comumencement of this ycal
further laxes were imposed and the peopie
#ho daa nothing ieft 1o ve revoited.

Acur in MIng we fave not a single doctor
for 18.000 undermournhed peopie, nor any
medical supplies whatsoever. We harve no
*CROOIS, N0 means of commumication, no
puolic ulihties.  All this 1s centamiy the
fault o1 Maic. Fpwgemics of Aman fiu,
malana. entenic. yphowd, diarrhoea, con-
UNCUVING &C.. s»weeD our isiands penoa-
cally dunng the year. and in 1938 we had
3 senous outbreax of dysentery causing
deaths. We appeaied 1o Male for aeip.
They refused and very prousiy toid us to
20 on reading the Quran' The R AF.
doctors came to our aid, supnliecd medicine
and viuted the sick day and night. Can
you wonader that we hate Male *

Our main export from these 1iands was
dnied Maidive fish whmch we sent to Male
for saie in Ceylon. Payment was made to

Maie in Ceyion rupees but we were forced

Maic 10 accent Maidivian rupecs :n
return. One Maldivian rupee is worth oniy
hall 2 Cevion nipee and we had then (o
huv what food we could aflord from Maie
at Cevion pnees.

The presence of the Antish in Addu
Aloli had absoiutelv nothing o do with
the wiil of the peopic to hreak from Maie.
Attempots have been made before and as
recently as 18 months ago men were
impnsoned {or trving ta make an Improve-
ment. The R.A.F. ai Gan island had no
knowicdge of our intention in make an
uprining on the firet day of 1959 -t was
calcuisted action By ithe peopic 10 \how
Maie that we are aetermunec never asain
to submit to the despotic rule of a govern-
ment ol one famiiv.

We wish to make 1t clear that we have
set up a (rovernment unantmousiv ciected
hv the will of the people. We are 4 State
of 18.000 pcopie willing and able to sup-
port oursetves in amie of Male. We are
now the Umited 3uvadive islands. Our
immediate  doiicy 1< detterment of our
people. {nendhiness to all nativns and n
particular to the Britisn wno have sincerely
heiped and wisely suided the Maldives
whenever we desired to do so 10 the past.

We are in favour of the staging post and
radio dation at Gan and Hitadu islands
respectively. which must bring economx
development and DProsperity {0 our siands
We camestly appeai to our great and
gencrous country and peopic {or heip andg
llﬂu{'f‘(;ﬂ\d"\l. wc hIVC hpeen Vﬂh:lf‘lllﬂ(
these 15iands irom tmes immemorial, pos-
sesung ihereny nanenabic  rights  nver
them, th¢ ownermsmip thercof cannot cer-
tainiy be chiimed hy the Male Government
We, theretore, appeal 1o the 3ritnn
Government 1o kKindly grant us facilities i
npen negonabions a; once with a view 10

psonchiie a2 Treaty  of  inenoship  and

coapcration hetween her Muesiv's
Government  and the Lmted Suvadive
islanas.

We hone the British Government and
peopie will appreciate the watice of our
cause and recognize the Umited Suvadive
Islanas at once.  Yours truly,

ABDULI.AH AFIF DIDI. President.
United Suvadive Islands.

The Secretanat, Hitadu, United Suvadive

islands.
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